
 

















Suppose you want to estimate the average lifetime of lightbulbs produced by a particular company. To do 
this you are going to collect a random sample of lightbulbs produced by this company and record how long 
each lightbulb lasts to compute the sample mean. You report your findings by stating that the population 
mean for the lifetime of ALL lightbulbs is approximately the sample mean +/- an “error term”.



“Error term” = 






